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LISTING OF CLAIMS 



(canceled) 



2 



(currently amended) The method of Claim 6 claim 1- 
wherein step (g) further comprises sending the analysis only 
to said first member and those members of the predetermined 
group that responded to the first query. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim_6 claim 1 
further comprising the step of submitting the first query 
from the central location to the first member for approval 
before sending the first query from the central location to 

the portion of the group. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1 
wherein step (d) further comprises sending the first query 
to the predetermined group- 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1 
further comprising the steps of storing the first analysis 
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in the central location such that it is accessible to 
members of the predetermined group. 

6. (currently amended) * mPfhod for networked 

consulting comp rising; 

^ ..^hiuhlna a r ~^rnn ned group comprising more 

than t wn members; 

M ^ivinn at * ~ntr«l location over a wide-area 

^^-r netwc ^, wii-hin a predetermi ned first time period, 
a first mp«»«"« from * first member of the group; , 

^ ^nina a fl r -t- nn.rv based on the first message; 
^ c^Hi,. the f Hr.t mierv from the central location 
to at least- a porti o n of the predetermined group; 

o ) rprPivinq o^r the wi d o-*rea computer netwprk at 
tn» central motion, wihhin a predetermined second time 
neriod, a message f ™™ * second member of the group 
rrompris-ina a resp onse to the first query; 

f ) nr-gparina analysis at the central location 

roiatPri to the first quer y and the response to it; 

ending th* analysi s nv« the wide-area computer 
network from the c e ntral location to the predetermined 
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nrnnp; and The m uL Uod u E claim 1 £ui . LhLr com p rising the 
otopo of; 

-HH-hj_ sending the first query from the central 
location to *t least one non-group member if no messages are 
received within the predetermined second time period; 

(ii) ij_ preparing a non-group analysis related to the 
non-group responses to the first query; and 

(Hi) i]_ sending the non-group analysis from the 
central location to at least the first member of the group. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1 
wherein: 

(i) step (a) further comprises establishing a 
predetermined group comprising two or more members that are 
required to respond to queries sent to them from a central 
location; 

(ii) step (d) further comprises sending the first query 
from the central location to the predetermined group; and 

(iii) step (g) further comprises sending the first 
analysis from the first location to the group. 
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8. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1 
wherein the identity of the first member is kept anonymous. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1 
wherein- the identity of the second member is kept anonymous. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim _6 claim 1 
wherein the identities of the members of the predetermined 
group are kept anonymous. 

11. (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) The method o f claim 11 further 
o wning the otcpo of: ft method for networked consulting, 

com prising: 

ftfitablishina a pre d etermined group comprising two 

or more members; 

receiving ^ a centra l location over a wide-area 

r-nmnuter network . within computer network, within a 

predetermine^ first ti me period, a plurality of first 

messages from members of the redetermined qroupL 
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r.) generating at least, one s **. of queries based on at 
least a portion of the f irst messages; 

ri ) sending the at le a st one set of queries from the 
central location to the pr edetermined group; 

ft } receiving at the central location over the 

wide-area computer network, w ithin a predetermined second 
time oerjod. a plurality of second messages responsive to at 
least a portion of the set of queries; 

f) preparing at least one analysis based on a query 
in the set and anv correspondi ng responses^. 

g) sending the analy sis from the central location to 
the predetermined group; 

ill sending the at least one set of queries from the 
central location to at least one non-group member if no 
messages are received within the predetermined second time 
period; 

(ii) j) preparing at least one non-group analysis 
related to non-group member responses to a query in the set 
of queries and any corresponding responses; and 

(iii) . j) sending the non-group analysis from the 
central location to the predetermined group. 
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13. (new) The method of claim 12 wherein step (g) 
comprises sending the analysis only to those members of the 
predetermined group that responded to the set of queries. 
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( new> The method of claim 12 further comprising 
the step of submitting the set of queries from the central 
10 cation to at least one member for approval before sending 
the set of queries from the central location to the 
predetermined group. 

15. (new) The method of claim 12 wherein step (d) 
further comprises sending the set of queries to a portion of 
the predetermined group. 

16.. (new) The method of claim 12 further comprising 

the steps of storing the at least one analysis in the 

central location such that it is accessible to members of 
the predetermined group. 

17. (new) The method of claim 12 wherein: 
(i) step (a) further comprises establishing a 
predetermined group comprising two or more members that are 
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required to respond to queries sent to them from a central- 

location; 

Ui) step «J> farther comprises sending the set of 
series from the centra! location to the predetermined 

group; and 

(iii) step (g) further comprises sending the at least 
one analysis from the central location to the group. 

18. (new) The method of claim 12 wherein the 
identities of the members are kept anonymous. 
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